
Supporting Your Child’s 
Education and Career Guidance 

Journey

By Mdm Jerlyn Poh

Education & Career Guidance Counsellor



ECG Counsellor Background

20 years of working experience across:

• Human Resource (Talent Acquisition, Training and Development ) 

• Career Coaching

• Education and Career Guidance Counselling since 2021



How do we guide our students to 

• develop their life purpose, 

• explore opportunities, and  

• stay relevant,

so that they can define their own success?

The Education Landscape Has Changed 



How to Support our Child 

Encourage students to 

• Develop S.M.A.R.T goals and action plans

• Research on updated school information

• Consult trusted adults 

• Continue to learn and grow  

Help our child discover their

• Values, Interests, Personality, Skills (V.I.P.S.) and 

Strengths

• Role in the Community/Society

Help our child

• Explore possibilities/pathways

• Be open-minded and prepared for possible 

opportunities

Encourage our child to 

• Develop S.M.A.R.T goals and action plans

• Research on updated school information

• Consult trusted adults 

• Continue to learn and grow  

Who am I?

Discovering Purpose

Where do I want to go?

Exploring 

Opportunities

How do I get there?

Staying Relevant



EMBARGOED UNTIL DELIVERY AT MOE’S COS 2023

5

What is applicable to our child
Post-Secondary Admissions
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Institutions/Programme/Aggregate
Junior Colleges/ Millenia Institute / Polytechnics / ITE

(By Programme)

Institutions (Programme) Aggregate (no of subjects)

Offering at least 6 O-levels 
subjects (MER)

Junior Colleges (2-year A-levels or IBDP) L1R5 (6 Subjects)

Offering at least 5 O-level 
subjects

Millenia Institute (3-year A-levels) L1R4 (5 Subjects)

Polytechnics (3-year Diploma) ELR2B2 (5 Subjects)

Offering at least 5 N(A) level 
subjects

Polytechnics 
(Polytechnic Foundation Programme) [1+3]

ELMAB3 (5 Subjects)

Offering at least 5 N(A) level 
subjects

Institute of Education 
(Direct-entry-to-Polytechnic Programme) [2+3]

ELMAB3(5 Subjects)

Offering at least 4 N(T) or 
N(A) level subjects

Institute of Education 
(3-year Higher Nitec or 2-year Nitec)

Best 4
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For students offering O-levels subjects
Cut-off points and Minimum Entry Requirement 

Junior Colleges (L1R5| 6 Subjects)

A-levels

International Baccalaureate

Millenia Institute (L1R4| 5 Subjects)

A-levels

Available for DSA-JC 

(Early Admission) 
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For students offering O-levels subjects
Cut-off points and Minimum Entry Requirement 

Polytechnics (ELR2B2 | 5 Subjects)

3-year Diploma

Available for Poly EAE 

(Early Admission) 



12

For students offering N-levels subjects
Cut-off points and Minimum Entry Requirement 

3-year Higher Nitec and

2-year Nitec (Best 4 subjects of the MERs) 

Available for ITE EAE 

(Early Admission) 
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For students offering N(A)-levels subjects
Cut-off points and Minimum Entry Requirement 

2-year Higher Nitec and

(ELMAB3: English, Mathematics and Best 3 

Subjects | 5 subjects)

>=19 
Eligibility by Merits, Vacancies and Meeting the MERs| No EAE

1-year Foundation Programme >>

3-year Diploma [4-year]

(ELMAB3: English, Mathematics and Best 3 

Subjects | 5 subjects)

>=12 
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Aptitude Based Admission (ABA)
Case-Study of Actual Students in OPSS

An aptitude-based admissions exercise that allows students to apply for and receive 

conditional offers for admission to next level of institution prior to receiving their 

national examinations results 

Conditions = Meeting the Minimum Entry Requirement  + Commitment  

Student KA
Offer O Level Subjects

Student ES
Offer O Level 
Subjects

Student KT
Offer N(A) Level
Subjects

Student CL
Offer N(T) Level
Subjects

Admission Exercise DSA-JC Poly EAE ITE EAE

Actual Aggregate 20 (Raw) 22 (Raw) 5(Raw) 8 (Raw)

MERs Via DSA-JC or 
EAE

L1R5<=20
and

Pass subject Requisite 

ELR2B2<=26
and

Pass subject 
Requisite 

Best 4
Pass subject requisites 

(English) 

Best 4
Pass subject requisites 

(Math or Science) 

Cut Off Point 
Requirement via post-
exam result release i.e
JIE or JAE

A = 6 to 11
S = 4 to 10

8 to 14
Diploma in Real 

Estate Business (NP)

3
Higher Nitec in 

Accounting 
(ITECC)

6
Higher Nitec in IT App 

Development
(ITECC)



Increased Focus on Aptitude Based Admission 
(ABA)

As long as I get good grades, I can go wherever I want to go

Truth: Selection process for entrance are expanding selection to adopt holistic assessment and 
review of aptitude
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Why ABA is Important
Enhanced our child’s application
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ABA timeline
EAE / DSA-JC

Application Interview Offer & Acceptance Withdraw

Actual dates will only be available in closer to application month 2024



Support and Encourage them to connect their 
experience

Support them as they 

discover their VIPS

What is important to you? What 

motivates you?

What are the issues you feel 

strongly about?

What do you enjoy doing? 

How would you describe yourself? 

How do others describe you?

What are your strengths? What 

have people praised you for?

Encourage Reflection on 

Experiences

What do you do in…?

What do you like / dislike 

about…?

How do you feel when…?

What did you learn about…?

What did you discover about 

yourself through…?

Connect Experiences

What have you learned in 

<Subject> that will be useful for 

<Jobs you like>?

Is this an ability / skill / interest you 

want to develop further?

Would you like to do something like 

that in your future job? Why?



Aptitude Based Admission (ABA)
Summary, Activities, Related Work, Interview and etc

1. Summary of our child’s interests, 

talents and activities participated 

supporting their application

2. A portfolio (pictures, reflection, 

certification, work done i.e. drawings, 

projects etc)

3. Interview 

selection/Audition/Demonstration of 

our child’s talent and skills





Have regular and 
genuine 

conversation with 
your child

Provide 
opportunities for 

your child to grow

Familiarize yourself 
with your child’s 
personality and 
learning style

Show love and 
support which helps 

your child grow in 
confidence

Source : 2021 CEG’s Parents Seminar

Supporting our Child’s Aspirations



Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Education

As parents, we all want what is best for our children…

Within our own families, 
we can all spend a bit more time listening to our children’s 

thoughts and feelings. 

Let us walk alongside them as they grow and
handle their new challenges.

“ 

”
Source : https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/speeches/20210727-ministerial-statement-by-mr-chan-chun-sing-minister-for-education-for-the-parliament-sitting



ECG Resources

OPSS ECG Microsite Course Finder and School Finder



Need someone to talk to about your Child’s 

Education and Career journey?

Jerlyn Poh

Education & Career Counsellor

Monday and Thursday 

8.30am to 5.30pm

ECG Room or via Zoom

Jerlyn_poh_yoke_hui@schools.gov.sg

Appt Link - https://go.gov.sg/opssmsjerlyn

mailto:Jerlyn_poh_yoke_hui@schools.gov.sg
https://go.gov.sg/opssmsjerlyn
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